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RULES ON LIMITED LICENSING OR ADMISSION
OF FOREIGN LEGAL CONSULTANTS AND
FOREIGN LEGAL CONSULTANCY FIRMS

PREFATORY STATEMENT

There are two (2) provisions in the 1987 Constitution of the
Philippines that affect the admission of foreign lawyers into the legal
profession in this country. The first is the second paragraph of Section 14
of Article XII which provides that: “The practice of all professions in the
Philippines shall be limited to Filipino citizens, save in cases prescribed
by law.”! The second Constitutional provision is Section 5(5) of Article VI
which empowers the Supreme Court of the Philippines to “promulgate
rules...concerning the admission to the practice of law...” The following
proposed framework for the rendering of foreign legal consultancy services
by foreign lawyers or law firms in the Philippines necessarily assumes the
passage of the required enabling legislation by the Congress of the
Philippines pursuant to Section 14, Article XII of the 1987 Constitution.

RULE I - General Provisions

Section 1.1. Scope of Application. --- These Rules shall prescribe the
procedures and guidelines for the limited licensing or admission of
foreign legal consultants and foreign legal consultancy firms. These Rules
do not cover admission to the Philippine Bar, which remains limited to
citizens of the Philippines.

Section 1.2. Definition of Terms. --- For purposes of these Rules,
capitalized terms used herein shall have the following meaning:

1.2.1 “Foreign Legal Consultant” or “FLC” refers to an individual, not
admitted to the Philippine Bar, who has been licensed to practise

! Emphasis and underscoring supplied.

2 “Foreign Lawyers”, under the IBA Statement of General Principles for the
Establishment and Regulation of Foreign Lawyers (June 1998), means: (i} a
person licensed or otherwise authorised to practise law in a given country, or
internal jurisdiction thereof (the “Home Jurisdiction”), and subject to regulation
by a body with the authority to regulate the profession (the “Home Authority”),

|



1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

law in any jurisdiction other than the Philippines and who has
complied with the qualifications and registration requirements
specified in these Rules;

“Foreign Legal Consultancy Firm” or “FLC Firm” refers to a law
partnership or professional law corporation of FLCs who have been
licensed to practise law in, and are organized in accordance with
the laws of any jurisdiction other than the Philippines and licensed
to practise in the said jurisdiction/s, and that has complied with
the qualifications and registration requirements specified in these
Rules;

«Limited Licensing or Limited License” refers to a regulatory
approach that permits FLCs and FLC Firms to practice their home-
country law, third-country law (where qualified), and public
international law and to render foreign legal consultancy services
on private and commercial international law on an International
Matter or Cross-border Transaction in the Philippines, without
having to satisfy the requirements of admission to the Philippine
Bar which is necessary to gain a full right or license to practise
host-country law, particularly Domestic Law Practice;

“Domestic Law Practice” includes (i) appearance and
representation, including the drafting and signing of pleadings and
position papers, motions, briefs and other similar submissions,
before any court, quasi-judicial, administrative, or legislative body,
in any proceeding or any legal matter in the Philippines; (ii)
lobbying and public advocacy in the Philippines; (iii) rendering
advice and issuing or signing opinions, memoranda and position
papers on matters of Philippine law"; (iv) conducting legal due

who (ii) desires to become established and thereby authorised to practise law in
a country, or internal jurisdiction thereof, other than his or her Home
Jurisdiction (the “Host Jurisdiction”) by a body with the authority to regulate the
legal profession in such jurisdiction (the “Host Authority”). Available online:
www.ibanet.org (last accessed: 8 November 2012).

See “Communication from Australia: Negotiating Proposal for Legal Services,”
S/CSS/W/67/Suppl.1/Rev. 1, 10 July 2001, p. 1, par. 2.

Broadly covers, among others, domestic law matters or issues concerning
constitutional and administrative law, criminal law, real estate law, estates and
trusts, family and marital law, torts/personal injury, tax and customs law, labor
law, corporation law, banking/finance, securities, and construction law
involving Filipino parties or local securities/financial documents, projects,

2



1.2.5

1.2.6

diligence on persons, properties, documents, or registries located
in the Philippines; (v) preparing, drafting and negotiating contracts,
documents and other legal instruments involving Philippine law
matters or issues; (vi) teaching subjects involving Philippine law;
(vii) rendering any service, which in view of the facts and
circumstances, requires the knowledge, skill and judgment of a
person trained in Philippine law; (viii) notarial work or service; and
(ix) rendering any other service which is defined by law or by the
Supreme Court as constituting practice of law in the Philippines by
those admitted to the Philippine Bar.

“International Matter”,4 includes any matter: (i) in which any
involved party is a foreign company or an individual who is a
resident or citizen of a foreign country; or (ii) involving a domestic
company at least fifty percent (50%) of which capital is directly or
indirectly owned by a party which is a foreign company or an
individual who is a resident or citizen of a foreign country; or (iii) in
which the applicable governing law is that of a foreign country; or
(iv) that falls within the scope of general or public international
law;

«Cross-border Transaction” refers to any transaction, contract,
agreement, project, or matter in which: (i) the parties thereto have
their places of business, residences, or citizenship in different
countries;5 (ii) the performance or implementation of the
transaction, contract, agreement, project, or matter, or a
substantial part thereof, is located in different countries; (iii) the
assets, project, or object of the transaction, wholly or partly, are
located in different countries; or (iv) a combination of the foregoing;

[4)]

properties, transactions, or other legal matters in or pertaining to the Philippines
without any international or foreign element/contact

This is the Japanese example. See Masahiro Shimojo, “An Update of Trade in
Legal Services,” 13th POLA Conference, Bangkok, Thailand, 15 October 2002,
available

online:http:/ /www.nichibenren.or.jp/ library/en/document/data/HI_031_PS_13
thPOLA3.pdf (last accessed: 4 November 2012).

Under these Rules, this means that one of the parties has his or its place of
business, residence, or citizenship in the Philippines, while his counterparty has
his or its place of business, residence, or citizenship in a foreign jurisdiction.

>



1.2.7 “Independent External Local Counsel” means a member of the
Philippine Bar, or a duly-constituted professional law partnership
comprised of Filipino lawyers engaged in Domestic Law Practice,
and who, with respect to the FLC or the FLC Firm, or his or its
other affiliated head or satellite law office or firm abroad: (i) is not
an employee of the latter, (ii) is not a partner thereof, (iii) is not
linked, interested, or affiliated in a financial manner of any kind,
nature, or form with the said FLC or FLC Firm in its branch or
satellite office as, among others, of counsel, special counsel, or
associate; (iv) is not a party to a profit- or revenue-sharing
arrangement of any kind, nature, or form; or (v) does not carry the
name or branding of the FLC Firm. Unless covered by the
foregoing, a Filipino law firm shall not be disqualified from
becoming an Independent External Local Counsel solely by virtue
of the fact that such Filipino law firm is a member of any
international association or grouping of independent law firms®.

RULE II - Scope of Practice and Services of Foreign Legal
Consultants and Foreign Legal Consultancy Firms

Section 2.1. General Principle. - A FLC or FLC Firm has only a Limited
License and may only practice home-country law, third-country law, and
public international law and render foreign legal consultancy services in
this jurisdiction as permitted hereunder. A FLC or FLC Firm shall not be
considered admitted and qualified to engage in Domestic Law Practice in
this jurisdiction, and cannot in any way hold himself or itself out as a
member of the Philippine Bar.

Section 2.2. Permitted areas of practice. --- Subject to Rule II, Section 2.3,
a FLC or FLC Firm is permitted to practice his or its home-country law,
third-country law (if qualified and admitted to the Bar of that country)
and public international law in the Philippines: provided, he or it is duly
registered as a FLC or FLC Firm, as the case may be, in accordance with
these Rules. A FLC may likewise (i) teach subjects involving his home-

6 These “international associations or groupings” refer to the international
networks of independent law firms such as Meritas (of which ACCRALAW is a
member), Lex Mundi (of which RMBSA is a member), World Law Group (of which
SyCipLaw is a member), and Interlaw (of which Quasha, Ancheta, Pena &
Nolasco is a member).
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country law or third-country law, international law, comparative law, and
social science aspect of the law, and (ii) perform notarial services that
pertain to his home-country and/or a third-country, as the case may be,
upon the authorization of the appropriate authority or consular office of
the concerned jurisdictions.

Section 2.3. Rendering of foreign legal services concermning international
matters or cross-border transactions; Conditions. --- A FLC or FLC Firm
may be allowed to render foreign legal consultancy services concerning
International Matters or Cross-border Transactions in the Philippines:
provided, such services is limited to the international or non-Philippine
law part, aspect or component of the International Matter or Cross-
border Transaction, and the Philippine part, aspect or component of the
same is reserved to those admitted to the Philippine Bar and allowed to
engage in Domestic Law Practice. To ensure compliance with, and
prevent circumvention of, the existing laws (particularly the Anti-Dummy
Law) and these Rules, all the following conditions must be satisfied in
order that a FLC or FLC Firm may be allowed to render foreign legal
consultancy services on International Matters or Cross-border
Transactions in this jurisdiction, to wit:

2.3.1. An Independent External Local Counsel shall be consulted or hired
to collaborate with the FLC or FLC Firm regarding the domestic or
local parts, aspects or components of such transactions or issues,
such that any advice on Philippine law given by the FLC or FLC
Firm to his or its client is based on an advice coming from the
Independent External Local Counsel on that particular matter;

2.3.2. The FLC or FLC Firm and the Independent External Local Counsel
shall disclose their special relations or related party interests, if
any,

2.3.3. The Independent External Local Counsel shall be clearly identified,
and the written opinion of such Independent External Local
Counsel must be submitted by the FLC or FLC Firm to the client in
order that such client may inquire directly from such Independent
External Local Counsel; and

2.3.4. The written opinion rendered by the Independent External Local
Counsel shall pertain only to a specific transaction, matter or issue

9



referred by a particular client and not to a generic opinion on
Philippine law.

Section 2.4. Prohibited area of practice. - A FLC or FLC Firm is
prohibited from engaging, directly or indirectly, in Domestic Law Practice,
as the same is defined and delineated in these Rules. Domestic Law
Practice shall remain exclusively and strictly reserved to Filipino citizens
who have been admitted to the Philippine Bar, in accordance with
existing laws and rules.

Section 2.5. Legal Representation in International Arbitration’. ---
Consistent with Section 22 of Republic Act No. 9285, otherwise known as
the “Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 20047, a party to an
international arbitration conducted in the Philippines may be
represented by any person of his choice, including a FLC or FLC Firm;
Provided, that such FLC/FLC Firm shall not be authorized to appear as
counsel in any Philippine court, or any other quasi-judicial body whether
or not such appearance is in relation to the arbitration in which he
appears.

Section 2.6. A FLC may teach subjects in which he is permitted to
engage, and not prohibited from engaging, under this Rule.

RULE III — Forms of Practice

7 Article 1(3) of the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration
(1985 With amendments provides:

(3) An arbitration is international if:

(a) the parties to an arbitration agreement have, at the time of the conclusion of
that agreement, their places of business in different States; or

(b) one of the following places is situated outside the State in which the parties
have their places of business:

(i) the place of arbitration if determined in, or pursuant to, the arbitration
agreement;

(ii) any place where a substantial part of the obligations of the commercial
relationship is to be performed or the place with which the subject-matter of the
dispute is most closely connected; or
(c) the parties have expressly agreed that the subject matter of the arbitration
agreement relates to more than one country.

6



Section 3.1. Permitted forms of practice. --- A FLC and FLC Firm can
render the permitted foreign legal consultancy services individually, or by
organizing themselves into a professional law partnership in this
jurisdiction.®

Section 3.2. Affiliations and Restrictions. --- To ensure compliance with,
and non-circumvention of, the existing laws and these Rules, a Filipino
lawyer can be affiliated with or employed by a FLC or an FLC Firm, with
the consequence, however, that his right and privilege to engage in
Domestic Law Practice in this jurisdiction shall be suspended for the
duration of his affiliation or employment with the FLC or the FLC Firm.

By way of exception, the said Filipino lawyer, who is affiliated with,
or employed by a FLC or FLC Firm, shall be allowed to engage in limited
Domestic Law Practice only under any of the following circumstances:

(@) Pro se, meaning, the Filipino lawyer is representing himself;

(b) In representation of members of his immediate family?; or

(c) In representation of a corporation of which the Filipino lawyer is
the legal and beneficial owner of more than fifty percent (50%) of
such corporation’s outstanding capital stock,

Provided, that the persons enumerated above are not clients of the
FLC or the FLC Firm, or the case or transaction in which the said
Filipino lawyer is appearing or involved is not one where the FLC or FLC
Firm has acted as a foreign legal consultant for any client.

The said Filipino lawyer is further permitted, if he is a qualified
notary public, to act as such, provided, all fees for such notarial work
shall pertain to him alone, and are not shared with the FLC or FLC Firm.

8 A foreign law firm seeking to establish a “branch” in the Philippines will be
permitted to do so, subject to the condition that the branch will be organized as
a law partnership in the Philippines, regardless of the form of the foreign law
firm in its home State.

9 “Immediate family” members shall exclusively consist of the FLC’s spouse,
parents, children, and siblings (whether of the full or half-blood).
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Section 3.3. Engagement of FLC/FLC Firm’s Services by Filipino Lawyers
or Firms. --- Engagement by a Filipino lawyer or a Filipino law firm of the
services of a FLC or FLC Firm, by way of an employment or retainer
contract, to practice non-Philippine law in the Philippines within the
scope permitted by these rules, shall be allowed subject to the following
prohibitions and limitations:

(a) The Filipino lawyer or Filipino law firm shall not enter into a
partnership, or a profit- or revenue-sharing arrangement, with a
FLC or FLC Firm for the purpose of engaging in Domestic Law
Practice in the Philippines; and

(b) A Filipino lawyer or Filipino law firm may employ FLCs, provided,
that said FLCs, whether working full-time or part-time, shall
constitute not more than ten percent (10%) of his or its total
number of legal staff or complement.

Provided, that such Filipino lawyer or Filipino law firm shall
submit such reports, on such time, as the Supreme Court shall require.
The contents of the said report shall include among others, the names
and details of the FLCs, the number of FLCs in proportion to his or its
total legal staff or complement, and such other information as the
Supreme Court may require; Provided further, that the FLC and FLC
Firms whose services are employed by a Filipino lawyer or Filipino law
firm shall likewise submit such reports, on such time, as the Supreme

Court shall require.

Section 3.4. Other forms of practice. --- Law corporations, joint law
ventures, specific joint-enterprises, formal law alliances, and such forms
of practice (other than partnerships) shall be recognized and allowed to
FLCs or FLC Firms in the Philippines, if and when, Filipino lawyers are
also allowed to organize themselves and practice through these forms.

RULE IV - Registration Requirements

Section 4.1. Who are Required to Register. --- Any person or law firm,
licensed to practice law in another jurisdiction, wherever based, desiring
to practice and render foreign legal consultancy services in the



Philippines, or is actually practicing and rendering such services, must
register under these Rules to acquire a Limited License and become a
FLC or FLC Firm.

Provided, that any lawyer, who is qualified to practice law in
another jurisdiction and who renders advice on International Matters
and Cross-Border Transactions to individuals and/or entities within the
Philippines on a temporary (“fly-in fly-out”) basis, shall be required to
register as a FLC and submit his application in accordance with these
Rules if the length or duration of his stay in the Philippines is for a
period or periods totaling ninety (90) days or more within any twelve (12)-
month period; Provided further, that any employee or member of the legal
staff of a FLC Firm, wherever based, who renders support to the FLC
Firm on a temporary (“fly-in fly-out”) basis!9, if the aggregate length or
duration of his stay in the Philippines is for ninety (90) days or more
within any twelve (12)-month period, shall be required to register and
submit his application in accordance with this Section, independent from
the application and registration by the FLC Firm.

Section 4.2. Qualifications of Foreign Legal Consultant. --- Every applicant
for admission as FLC must be at least twenty-seven (27) years of age, of
good moral character, and must possess the same general fitness
required of a member of the Philippine Bar. He must also be in active
and full-time practice of law in his home country or third-country (where
qualified) for not less than five (5) of the seven (7) years immediately
preceding his application and must be in good standing in the foreign
country in which he is admitted to the practice of law.

10 Derived from Hong Kong’s CAP 159 Legal Practitioners Ordinance, Section 50B of
which provides in part, thus:

(1) A person who offers his services to the public as a practitioner of foreign law
commits an offence unless he is a solicitor who satisfies all the requirements set
forth in section 7, a barrister or a foreign lawyer. (Amended 42 of 2000 s. 14)
(2) A person who is qualified to practise foreign law and who-

(a) from within a foreign firm but not as a foreign lawyer; or
(b) from within a Hong Kong firm but not as a solicitor or foreign lawyer,

offers his services to the public as a practitioner of foreign law, does not
commit an offence under subsection (1) so long as he does not so offer
his services in any 12 month period for more than 3 continuous months
or more than 90 days.



Section 4.3. Reciprocity. --- In addition to the requisites stated in the
immediately preceding section, it shall also be necessary to ascertain
that the country of citizenship of the applicant likewise permits, at least,
the Limited Licensing of Filipino lawyers in the said jurisdiction. In this
regard, it is the burden of the applicant to prove that such reciprocity
exists, and to thereby submit the list of requirements imposed by his
country of citizenship on a Filipino lawyer or law firm who wishes to be
admitted as a FLC or FLC Firm in that jurisdiction, including customary
professional indemnity insurance.

Section 4.4. Application Process. --- The applicant for admission shall file
with the Office of the Bar Confidant a completed application form
together with evidence required in Sections 4.2 and 4.3 of this Rule
certifying the applicant’s admission to practice, date of admission, and
good standing as a lawyer or counselor at law or the equivalent, the
home-country reciprocity requirements, and duly authenticated English
translations of the certificate and other documentation, if not in English.
The applicant shall also submit proof of professional indemnity
insurance, if the same is customary in the country where he is admitted
to the practice of law. The applicant shall also pay the prescribed
application fee, in addition to the membership dues that have to be paid
periodically upon renewal of registration.

Upon a finding that the applicant has submitted all the requirements,
the Office of the Bar Confidant shall forward the application to the
Supreme Court en banc for approval. The Supreme Court may refer any
application to the Integrated Bar of the Philippines for report and
recommendation.

Section 4.6. Admission and ceremonial signing of the registry of successful
applicants. --- Upon admission, the successful applicant found qualified
for limited licensing or admission shall sign the Register of Foreign Legal
Consultants in the Office of the Bar Confidant.

Section 4.7. Certificate. --- The Supreme Court shall thereupon admit the
applicant as a FLC or FLC Firm, as the case may be, allowed to render
foreign legal consultancy services within the Philippines within the scope
provided in these Rules, and shall direct that an order be entered to that
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effect upon its records, and that a certificate of such record be given to
the admitted FLC or FLC Firm by the Office of the Bar Confidant, which
certificate shall serve as proof of his or its authority and Limited License
to render foreign legal consultancy services in this jurisdiction.

Section 4.8. Foreign Legal Consultants/Foreign Legal Consultancy Firms
Register. --- The Office of the Bar Confidant shall keep separate registers
of all FLCs, FLC Firms, and members of the legal staff of FLC Firms
admitted to practise foreign legal consultancy services within Philippine
jurisdiction, which register shall be signed by the person admitted, or by
the representative of the firm, when he or it receives his or its certificate.

Section 4.9. Place of Business. --- A FLC or FLC Firm shall be required to
establish a place of business in the Philippines, which place shall be
indicated in the Certificate of the FLC or FLC Firm as well as in the
corresponding Register where he or it is listed.

Section 4.10. Renewal of Registration. --- FLCs shall renew their
registration and pay the corresponding fees every three (3) years. FLC
Firms shall renew their registration and pay the corresponding fees every
five (5) years.

RULE V - Duties of FLCs and FLC Firms

Section 5.1. Duties; In General. --- A FLC or FLC Firm shall carry out
duties similar to those of members of the Philippine Bar, as enumerated
in Section 20 of Rule 138 of the Rules of Court and in the Code of
Professional Responsibility. Additionally, a FLC or FLC Firm shall comply
with the duties enumerated in the code of legal or professional ethics
applicable to a lawyer or law firm admitted to practice in his or its home
country and/or third country where qualified.

Section 5.2. Specific Duties. --- A FLC or FLC Firm (if applicable) shall:
59.1.Maintain his or its license and membership in good standing to
practise law in his or its home country and third-country/ies

(where qualified), including professional indemnity insurance, as
is customary in his or its home country and/or third country
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where qualified, during the entire period of practice in the
Philippines;

5.2.2. Obtain appropriate visa from the Bureau of Immigration;

5.2.3. Register with the Office of the Bar Confidant, and periodically pay
the corresponding fees or dues;

5.2.4. Execute an undertaking to be bound by the ethical rules under the
Code of Professional Responsibility; and

5.2.5. Periodically update his or its information in the registry and ensure
continuous compliance with the licensing requirements herein
specified.

Section 5.3. FLC Firms’ Duty to Register Legal Staff --- A FLC Firm shall
submit to the Office of the Bar Confidant a roster of the members of its
legal staff and the FLCs connected to it as partner, associate, of counsel,
consultant, or any other designation, with such details as may be
prescribed by the Supreme Court. A FLC firm shall likewise notify the
Office of the Bar Confidant of any modification in its composition within
__(_) days from the time the change took effect.

Section 5.4. Discipline of Foreign Legal Consultants. --- Without prejudice
to the authority of the body in charge of determining professional liability
under the FLC’s or FLC Firm’s home-country or third-country (where
qualified), the Supreme Court of the Philippines shall have jurisdiction to
discipline a FLC or FLC Firm with respect to malpractice or other
misconduct performed in connection with his or its rendering of foreign
legal consultancy services within the Philippines. The rules of discipline
of members of the bar, as may be appropriate under the circumstances,
shall likewise apply to FLCs and FLC Firms.

Section 5.5. Use of Title. --- A FLC shall not be allowed to use in the
Philippines the word “Attorney” in referring to himself. Neither shall he
be allowed to sign and affix the word “Attorney” or “Atty.” to his name.

In cases where the FLC or FLC Firm is hired or retained, as is
permitted under these Rules, the retainer agreement should indicate in
clear and bold letters the limitations and restrictions on the services that
can be provided by the said FLC or FLC Firm. The retainer agreement
shall likewise indicate the jurisdiction or jurisdictions where the FLC or
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FLC Firm is admitted to practise, and the fact that the FLC or FLC Firm
has not been admitted to the Philippine Bar.

RULE VI - Final Provisions

Section 6.1. Progressive Implementation; Phases. --- In order to ensure
the smooth implementation of these Rules, these shall be implemented
progressively in two (2) phases, as follows:

Phase I — from the affectivity of these Rules until three (3) years
thereafter, FLCs or FLC Firms shall be permitted to practice law in
the Philippines on matters which require the application of home-
country law, third-country law and public international law.

Phase II. — upon the expiration of Phase I, FLCs or FLC Firms shall
be permitted to render foreign legal consultancy services in relation
to matters, which involve International Matters and Cross-border
Transactions, in addition to those enumerated in Phase I.

Section 6.2. Violations. --- Without prejudice to prosecution under
existing laws regulating the practice of law and professional conduct of
lawyers in the Philippines, depending on the gravity of the violation and
the recurrence thereof, a FLC, FLC Firm and any employee or member of
the legal staff of an FLC Firm found by the Supreme Court to have
violated, directly or indirectly, these Rules shall be subject to a penalty of
a fine, suspension from the permitted practice of law and rendering of
foreign legal consultancy services, and/or perpetual disqualification from
applying for a license to practice and render foreign legal consultancy
services in this jurisdiction.

In particular, the following acts shall be punishable in the manner
mentioned below:

6.2.1. A FLC, FLC Firm, or a member of the legal staff of the FLC Firm
who fails or refuses to comply with the reportorial requirements
specified in these Rules shall suffer the penalty of a fine of at least
Twenty Five Thousand Pesos (Php 25,000.00) but not exceeding
Fifty Thousand Pesos (Php 50,000.00) for the first offense. Belated
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6.2.2.

6.2.3.

6.2.4.

compliance shall be deemed failure to comply with these Rules.
The second offense shall be punishable by a fine of at least Fifty
Thousand Pesos (Php 50,000.00) but not exceeding Two Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php 200,000.00). The third offense shall be
punishable by a fine of at least Two Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php
200,000.00) but not exceeding Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php
500,000.00) and/or suspension for a period not exceeding six (6)
months. The applicable penalties for subsequent offenses shall be
increased accordingly.

A FLC, FLC Firm who, by negligence or willful intent, fails to
perform the specific duties imposed upon him/it by Section 5.2 of
these Rules shall suffer the penalty of a fine of at least Fifty
Thousand Pesos (Php 50,000.00) but not exceeding One Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php100,000.00) and/or suspension for a period
not exceeding six (6) months for the first offense. The second
offense shall be punishable by a fine of at least Two Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php 200,000.00) but not exceeding Five Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php 500,000.00) and/or suspension for a period
of six (6) months to one (1) year. The applicable penalties for
subsequent offenses shall be increased accordingly.

A FLC or FLC Firm who is found guilty of misrepresentation
concerning minor information in his application for license in this
country shall be punished by a fine of at least One Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php 100,000.00) but not exceeding Two Hundred
Thousand Pesos (Php 200,000.00) and/or suspension for a period
not exceeding six (6) months of his/its license. A FLC or FLC Firm
who is found guilty of misrepresentation concerning material
information in his application shall suffer the penalty of permanent
revocation of license and perpetual disqualification from applying
for a license to practice and render foreign legal consultancy
services in this jurisdiction.

A FLC, FLC Firm, or any person found to have circumvented the
prohibition on this Rules against rendering services beyond the
scope of his/its license shall suffer the penalty of permanent
revocation of license and perpetual disqualification from applying
for a license to practice and render foreign legal consultancy
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0.2.5.

services in this jurisdiction. A foreign lawyer who practices foreign
law i.e home-country, third-country law, or public international
law, within the Philippine jurisdiction without license shall likewise
be perpetually disqualified from applying for a license to practice
foreign legal consultancy services in this jurisdiction.

A Filipino lawyer found to have violated the provisions of these
Rules by permitting himself to be used as a dummy!! of a FLC or
FLC Firm shall be subject to a penalty of suspension for a period
not less than six (6) months or disbarment under Rule 139-B of
the Rules of Court.

Section 3. Amendments. - These Rules shall be subject to amendment,
addition, and modification by the Supreme Court.

c:minme-wplfRulusOnLnaansingOl FLCs&FLCFimms_VPL REV11.28.14
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Relate to Com. Act No. 108 (1936), Sec. 2-A, as amended by Presidential Decree
No. 715 (1975).
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