
White Paper on Crime 2023
-"The Juvenile Delinquents and their Growing Environments"-

[Summary]

The Research and Training Institute is one of the agencies of the
Ministry of Justice. The Institute conducts a wide range of work, including
(i) research related to criminal justice policies and other Ministry of Justice
affairs, (ii) various kinds of training for Ministry of Justice officials, and
(iii) international cooperation, both in the criminal and civil justice sectors.

The annual White Papers on Crime published by the Research and
Training Institute of the Ministry of Justice provide statistical data on crimes
and offender treatments as well as current issues in the criminal justice field.
The first volume of the Papers was published in 1960. Since then, they have
been widely used by lawmakers, practitioners and academics, and have
facilitated significant policy changes.

Specifically, the White Paper on Crime 2007 revealed that roughly 60%
of all crimes were committed by repeat offenders, who accounted for
approximately 30% of convicted offenders. This finding led to the
development of “Comprehensive Measures for the Prevention of Re-
offending 2012” adopted by the Ministerial Meeting Concerning Measures
Against Crime, which has served as the basis of the criminal justice policy
of Japan and set numerical targets for the next decade.

All the volumes of the Papers (Japanese version since 1960) and their
English version (since 2000) are available on the website of the Ministry of
Justice.

(https://www.moj.go.jp/EN/housouken/houso_hakusho2.html)

Research and Training Institute

Introduction
White Paper on Crime

The White Paper on Crime 2023 focuses on juvenile delinquents and 
their growing environments. The White Paper provides various statistical 
data and information on the trends in juvenile delinquency and treatment 
and assistance for juvenile delinquents. It also analyzes a questionnaire 
survey for juvenile delinquents in juvenile training schools, juvenile 
delinquent probationers  and their guardians, conducted in 2021.

Special Features of White Paper on Crime 2023
White Paper on Crime (Japanese, English and Web version)

The Research and Training Institute, MOJ
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407,911

36.3

Penal Code offenses: reported cases, cleared persons and clearance rate
[1] Penal Code offenses

[2] Dangerous driving causing death or injury, and negligent driving offenses causing death or injury
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Police, etc.
Dispositions as trivial offense

47,587

【Newly sentenced inmates】 14,460
(Imprisonment with partial suspension of execution 714)

【Released sentenced inmates】 17,115 
(Imprisonment with partial suspension of execution 1,188)

Commencement of probation/parole supervision  13,529 

Reception 741,103 Penal Code offenses 181,798
Negligent driving offenses causing death or injury 283,365

Disposition    745,066 Special Acts offenses              275,940 (excluding road traffic-related violations 80,251)
Prosecuted 227,597

Public trial
69,066

Summary order procedure
158,531

Not prosecuted    479,092
Suspension of prosecution

419,846

Public Prosecutors Offices

Penal Institutions    

Probation Offices

Courts

【Finalized judgments】 200,572 

Death 
penalty

0

Imprisonment (with/without work)

Imprisonment without full suspension of execution
14,891 Life

imprisonment
10

Penal 
detention

6

Imprisonment with full suspension of execution
26,649 

Investigation initiated by public prosecutors, etc.

Women's Guidance Home

Release on parole
0

Revocation of parole, etc.

Definite term  41,540

Guidance disposition

Family Courts(Juveniles)

Others
331

Release 
upon completion

of the term of imprisonment
6,292

Imprisonment with partial 
suspension of execution

723

Completion of the term of imprisonment
with partial suspension of execution  

187
with probation

Release on parole
10,636

Imprisonment with 
partial suspension of execution

1,001

Numbers denote persons in 2022

Non-penal fine for traffic offenses

Courts

Fines
157,394

Petty
fines
1,231

Not guilty
60

Discharge

Completion of the term, etc.

Provisional release
from workhouse

Detention in workhouse
in lieu of payment of fines

Procedure of Criminal Justice

with probation
1,660
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（平成28年）
Police, etc.

Family Courts
Juvenile protection cases conclusively disposed   36,547

Measures prescribed
in the Child 
Welfare Act

Children’s Self-reliance
Support Facilities, etc.

Referral    118

Protective measures 10,816

Referral to director
of child consultation

center, etc.
124

Juvenile
Training Schools

Committed 1,332
Released     1,363

Juvenile
Classification

Homes
Committed

4,658

Child
Consultation

Centers

Public Prosecutors Offices
Reception 41,148
Referral to family courts 38,377

Juvenile offenders under 14

Pre-delinquents

Probationary supervision
9,108

Revocation, etc.

Juvenile offenders

Dismissal
without hearing

15,663

Dismissal after
hearing

7,181

Referral to
public prosecutor

2,763

Release on parole
1,359

Numbers denote  persons in 2022

Penal  Institutions
(Juvenile Prisons, etc.)

Newly sentenced inmates       14

Full suspension
of execution

with
probation

Imprisonment
without full
suspension

of execution
with partial

suspension of
execution

Release upon completion of 
the term of imprisonment

Completion of the term of 
imprisonment with partial 
suspension of execution 

with probation

Release on parole
with partial

suspension of
execution

Probation Offices
Commencement of probation/parole supervision  10,467

Those younger 
than 16

Transfer of those sentenced 
to imprisonment who turn 16

Non-penal fine for traffic offenses

Transfer

Courts

Discharge

Measures prescribed
in the Child 
Welfare Act

Acquittal,
fine, etc.

Termination, etc.Discharge, etc.

Procedure of Criminal Justice for Juvenile Delinquents
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Special Feature: Juvenile Delinquents and their Growing Environments
Trend in the number of persons conclusively disposed in family courts 
for non-traffic protection cases
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Special Feature: Juvenile Delinquents and their Growing Environments
Survey for juveniles: Frequency of dinner with family
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It is a hassle to go to school
I behaved problematically or delinquently

I can not keep up with studies
There is something I want to do besides school

I am unlikely to proceed to the next grade because of many delays or absences
I can not interact with friends well

I want to be financially independent early
Friendship troubles

Mental instability
I have been bullied

Financial reasons
Poor physical condition

Others
I have never wanted to quit school

Juvenile delinquents in juvenile training 
schools（538）

Juvenile delinquent probationers
（267）

（％）

I am unlikely to proceed to the next grade because of many delays or absences

Survey for juveniles: Experience of wanting to quit school

Juvenile delinquents in juvenile
training schools                                            

Juvenile delinquent probationers  

Juvenile delinquents in juvenile 
training schools 

Juvenile delinquents in probationers

(583)

(270)

(538)

(267)

Note: Numbers in parentheses indicate the actual number of persons.

Note: Numbers in parentheses indicate the actual number of persons.
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Special Feature: Juvenile Delinquents and their Growing Environments
Survey for juveniles:Ways of studying as a student during second grade of junior high school (by economic situation)
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I studied at cram school(Juku)     (54)

I studied by myself                      (46)

I studied with friends                  (34)

I took supplementary lessons at
school                                         (17)

Others                                          (40)

I did not study outside of class                                

I was taught by private tutors      (10)

I was taught by family members (17)

I participated in free study classes 
conducted by people such as local 
residents (2)

I studied by myself                      (64)

I studied with friends                   (55)

I studied at cram school(Juku) (51)

I took supplementary lessons at 
school                                          (30)

I was taught by family members (25)

I was taught by private tutors      (13)

Others                                            (3)

I did not study outside of class                                     
(38)

Note: Numbers in parentheses in the legend and on the vertical axis indicate the number of persons.

(115)

I participated in free study classes 
conducted by people such as local 
residents (2)
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Special Feature: Juvenile Delinquents and their Growing Environments
Survey for juveniles: Presence or absence of experiences of Adverse Childhood Experiences (by male/female)

60.8

59.6

40.0

33.1

23.4

15.9

14.6

10.6

12.2

9.3

9.3

1.0

58.9

73.2

78.6

50.0

42.9

50.0

23.2

30.4

8.9

19.6

12.5

10.7

37.1

9.8

8.4

3.5

7.7

2.1

7.7

2.8

2.1

0

2.1

0

48.2

27.2

28.9

15.8

17.5

11.4

9.6

13.2

2.6

5.3

5.3

3.5

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

death or divorce of parent（450）

Victimization of physical violence such as beat or kick by a family 
member（389）

Victimization of mental violence such as hurtful word by a family 
member（292）

My mother (including stepmother) was a victim of violence by my 
father (including stepfather)（219）

I have or had a family member with depression or mental disorders
（174）

I was not cared for enough by my family/a family member（125）

I have or had a family member with the problem of alcohol such as 
drinking（109）

I have or had a family member trying to commit suicide（90）

I have or had a family member using illegal drug（73）

I did not receive care such as meals, laundry, and baths from my 
family/a family member（64）

I have or had a family member serving in prison（63）

Victimization of sexual violence by a family member（15）

Juvenile delinquents in juvenile training schools (Male)

Juvenile delinquents in juvenile training schools (Female)

Juvenile delinquent probationers (Male)

Juvenile delinquent probationers (Female)

（％）

(143)

(114)

Death or divorce of parent                                     

Victimization of physical violence such as beat or kick by a family 
member                 

I have or had a family member with depression or mental 
disorders

I was not cared for enough by a family member

Victimization of mental violence such as hurtful word by a family 
member

My mother (including stepmother) was a victim of violence by 
my father (including stepfather)

I have or had a family member using illegal drug

I have or had a family member with the problem of alcohol 
drinking

I have or had a family member trying to commit suicide

I have or had a family member serving in prison

I did not receive care such as meals, laundry, and baths from a
family member

Victimization of sexual violence by a family member

(450)

(389)

(63)

(292)

(219)

(174)

(125)

(109)

(90)

(15)

(73)

(64)

(508)

(56)

Note: Numbers in parentheses in the legend and on the vertical axis indicate the number of persons.
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