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Profile of women 

• Women bear the bulk  

   of responsibilities for 

   extended family 

 

 

“Women are 

the sole 

providers. 

When serving a 

CSO, the family 

suffers” 

• Low education 

• Majority low earners,   

  informal sector (agriculture 

  and domestic activities) 



Impact of offences 

Linked to economic need 
 

•Women convicted of selling 

kangara and chang’aa (illicit 

alcoholic drinks) without a 

licence as steady source of 

income/ could brew while 

caring for children. 
 

 

• Women convicted for removing 

forest produce were using the wood 

for cooking, or to sell to meet other 

basic needs. 



Challenges women face 

• Cost and distance of travel to work station 

• Length and scheduling of CSO work 

• Physical and mental health 

• Lacking the tools for work 

• Stigmatisation 

• Lack of family support 

• Safety at work station 

 



Challenges women face 

“The CSO work 

interferes with their 

livelihoods like 

planting and 

fetching water; and 

with pregnancy and 

nursing” 

“My son started 

drinking alcohol when 

I was in pre-trial. The 

community now 

blames me for this” 

“Since I started 

serving the CSO my 

business failed. I am 

now ridiculed 

because my children 

are no longer in 

school” 

“A police officer used to 

harass me. I resisted his 

advances and reported it 

and he was transferred” 



Recommendations 

 

•Support programmes 

•More work stations for 

women (so women can be 

allocated to stations closer to 

their homes) 

 
 
• Economic empowerment (skills) 

• Adequate interventions for mental health issues 

• Expand peer support  



Good practice 

Uwezo Initiative, Kibera: 

Helping women to set up small 

businesses 
 

 

Uwezo funded me to 

start a shop and I am 

doing well  

Table banking, Makindu: 

Donor Philemon Ministries 

contributed to set this fund up. 

Women receive loans, and pay 

back interest. They formed a 

group and help each other 

There is minimal 

supervision of 

women in this 

group. Even after 

completing their 

term they remain 

in the group 


