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Speech delivered by Samdech HUN SEN
Prime Minister of the Royal Government of Cambodia

on the Opening Ceremony

Excellency, ladies and gentlemen,

Today we can say with proud that the close cooperation between Cambodia and Japan, and the new
theme of Japanese Assistance have been making the legal reform in Cambodia very fruitful. Even
though the two draft codes have not been finalized yet, for the moment the draft of Civil Code and
Code of Civil Procedure have been physically appearing.

This new realization also lets the Policy Program of the Royal Government of Cambodia take new
steps to the establishment of the Cambodian Society with fairness, equity and peace. The commitment
of the Royal Government of Cambodia to conduct the reform based on the provisions of the
Constitution and the Status of the Cambodian Society, in which the pluralist democracy is becoming
actual in response to its promise. The efforts in enhancing the state and private institutions through
establishment of laws and regulations as well as in building the solidity of the nation in order to
achieve the Rule of Law, Democracy and Human Rights protection have being added forces by the
birth of these Civil Code and Civil Procedure Code.

Based on this reality, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia and myself, 1 would like to
extend enthusiasm to the National Seminar held here today and | really hope that this National
Seminar will serve as mirror to honestly reflect the realization related to the Civil Affairs of the
Cambodian Society.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Civil Code is the fundamental law. Civil Code plays the role of coordinating relationships with regard
to properties of which the uses and prices are related to the Natural and Juristic Persons, and of
coordinating relationships between citizens, between natural persons and juristic persons or between
juristic pesons with regard to the properties, transaction, payment, family and succession.

Based on the above-stated characteristics, the Civil Code is also a part of the policy of the state in
ensuring a general agreement with regard to the relationship of the protection of rights and interests of
persons and society in the view of attaining social development.

The great importance of Civil Code and Code of Civil Procedure encourages the taking note in the
history of codification of laws in Cambodia the respective and valuable assistance provided by
Japanese government and Japanese people; the efforts of Japanese Embassy, Japan International
Cooperation Agency(JICA) and Japanese experienced and well known Jurists in drafting these two
draft codes. Also noted in the history of codification of laws in Cambodia, the efforts of Ministry of
Justice of the Kingdom of Cambodia as well as other Cambodian Jurists including unforgettable now
deceased H.E Chem Sgnoun, former Minister of Justice. Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen are
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active persons who have responsibly and effectively made the Reform Policy of the Royal
Government come true.

| believe that the draft Civil Code and Code of Civil Procedure will become effective law and take
roots in the Cambodian Society. Therefore, | would like to ask the Ministry of Justice to continue to
enhance the cooperation with Japanese side in pushing the finalization of the two draft codes, which
have been given interest by the whole society. At the same time, the Ministry of Justice should
organize study groups specialized in certain chapters of each codes in order to facilitate the
deliberation by the Council of Ministers as well as by the Parliament. Also, beside making these two
codes take roots in our society, the Ministry of Justice should continue to cooperate with Japanese
side in drafting some other necessary additional laws such as law on notary, law on bailiff, law on
deposit system, law on registration system, etc. The Ministry of Justice must take this occasion to
encourage cooperation with Japanese side in developing human resources in the legal field
simultaneously to our reform.

I hope and believe that Japanese side will not hesitate to continue providing to Cambodia assistances
including assistance for this new theme and | believe that the new try in the history of Official
Development Assistance of the Japanese Government will get great success in this Angkor Territory.

Legal establishment is not only the principle of improving the role of law, but also the basis of future
national development. Even after three years and a half of working with Cambodian side, the
tendency and principles of the Japanese professors who have been directly involved in this drafting of
civil code and civil procedure code remain solid. The Ministry of Justice of Cambodia and its
specialist officials as well as other Cambodian jurists involved in this works still also make their
efforts in establishing these important fundamental laws. 1 hope and believe that opinions from
various sources will be given with regard to these two draft codes. This will reflect our joint efforts in
establishing Justice in the Cambodia society and this Justice is an important contribution to the
improvement of Peace, which we completely attained at the end of 1998.

For the peace in which Justice is indispensable, please allow me to firstly wish all Japanese jurists
regardless they are present here or not, be endowed with good health, intelligence and success in their
international mission to provide new theme of official development assistance.

I would like also to wish all participants to this National Seminar be endowed with energy and
intelligence in order to take parts in the improvement of peace, democracy and human rights respect
of the Royal Government.

We cannot magically create everything immediately. Therefore, we establish Cambodian Society
through this way with honest, patriotism, compatriotism and by our hands and our likely friends’

hands.

Thank you
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