The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan’s (ACCJ)
mission is to “further develop commerce between

the United States of America and Japan, promote the
interests of U.S. companies and members, and improve
the international business environment in Japan.” To
this end, the ACCJ has a constructive role to play as

a supporter of and contributor to economic growth in
Japan or “Economic Growth Oendan” (2&BRIEH), in
line with the Government of Japan’s continuing efforts
to engage in broad-ranging structural reform. As an
Economic Growth Oendan, the ACCJ bases its overall
advocacy efforts upon the following principles, which

it believes are vital to further developing commerce
between the United States and Japan and further
improving the international business environment in
Japan.

I. Market-Based, Private Sector-Led Economy
A market-based, private sector-led economy is the best
way to achieve sustainable growth and enhance the
welfare of all.

A market-based, private sector-led economy will
enhance consumer welfare by expanding consumer
choice and making more efficient use of society'’s
limited resources by enabling innovative companies to
provide cost-effective market-based solutions to the
challenges facing society. Expanded opportunities for
the private sector and reduced government competition
and participation in the marketplace will also lessen

the strain on public finances by alleviating the need for
the government to subsidize money-losing enterprises.
A healthy market-based, private sector-led economy
requires active government involvement as a fair and
transparent regulator ensuring appropriate enforcement
of sound regulation.

I1. Level Playing Field
Like market participants should be subject to the same
laws in the same manner.

A level playing field will enhance consumer choice

by bolstering competition among existing market
participants; allowing new market entrants fair
access; and guaranteeing fair treatment of all market
participants.

III. Transparent and Fair Process
Transparency is essential to the regulatory process,
improving the quality of rulemaking and enforcement
decisions by ensuring fairness, clarity, and predictability.

Transparency ensures that governments are held
accountable for their actions, both formal and informal.
Transparency is most meaningful when stakeholders
are made aware of the regulations, procedures, and
administrative decisions that affect their interests

and can participate in their development. In addition,

Core Advocacy Principles

regulatory enforcement decisions are most effective
when they are the result of a fair process, including
adequate opportunities for parties involved in
enforcement actions to be heard and a meaningful
avenue of appeal.

IV. Adoption of Global Best Practices
Adoption of global best practices promotes efficiency
and sound regulation and allows regulators, the
business community, and consumers to benefit from
innovation and expertise developed in other markets.

The adoption of regulatory and business global best
practices across a range of sectors enables regulators,
the business community, and consumers alike to benefit
from innovation and expertise developed across the
globe. Global best practices require that companies
operating in foreign markets adapt their operations

to respond to the specific circumstances of the local
market.

V. Corporate Social Responsibility

As good corporate citizens, companies must be
responsible participants in the communities they
serve and support sensible investment in an effective
social safety infrastructure as well as balanced and
appropriate measures designed to protect consumers,
which are vital to the economic well-being of society
overall.

Policies that promote market-based competition,
including a regulatory process that is swift, predictable
and fair, are the best way to achieve sustainable
economic growth and enhance the well-being of all
citizens. Such policies must be predicated on a sensible
and effective social safety net system to support those
who cannot help themselves including the poor, very
young, very old, and infirm. Such a system, however,
must avoid measures that protect vested interests in
the name of social welfare, since such measures are
inefficient and impede fair and open competition, and
should also recognize the contribution that the private
sector can make to social welfare. In addition, balanced
and appropriate consumer protection rules strengthen
consumer confidence and well-being and are vital to

a well-functioning market. However, such rules must
not be abused to unduly limit competition or consumer
choice.

As good corporate citizens, companies must be
responsible participants in and contribute to the
communities they serve, not only by offering top quality
products and services; providing employment; and
introducing innovation, but also by ensuring compliance
with the law and engaging in philanthropic activities
that benefit those in need.
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