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International Entertainment Law FK5H#] 2 {7 KFEH 3WFfR mn—EL X ==/

REBE

ZREOE
EBR

RERATE

Entertainment Law is an amalgamation of many topics, including contracts, torts,
copyright, and trademark. Unlike a typical law school course, however, an
Entertainment Law course focuses on the application of these legal matters to a
particular industry. For example, a recording industry contract is just that, a contract.
However, it must address certain issues that arise in that context, such as who pays
for studio time, how royalties are calculated, and what creative obligations are
involved.

A central concern of the course will be separating the artistic entity from the legal
entity. An actor is an artist, but when he enters into contracts, he may do so in the
form of a corporation. The same is true of a band. Who is the band artistically? Who is
the band legally? The answers are often quite different.

Like many fields, Entertainment Law has increasingly become internationalized.
Artists perform around the world. Companies that present artists’ work (for
example, movie studios and record companies) are also international in scope. Japan
is home to many such companies. Additionally, much of its home—grown entertainment
(for example, anime, manga, and video games) is marketed world-wide. As a result,
Japan is a good place to engage in the study of International Entertainment Law.

In the course, we will compare Japanese practices with those of the United States

and other countries, and then consider whether a“global standard” exists.

The goal is for students to have a working understanding of many of the recurring

legal issues that face entertainers and entertainment companies.

1. Overview of entertainment law

2. Distinction between artistic entities (for example, a band) and legal entities (for
example, the band as a corporation)

. Right of publicity

. Right of privacy

. Defamation

. Ownership of names

. Entertainment contracts: duty to perform and right to perform

. Music publishing contracts

© 00O N O G b~ W

. Music recording contracts

13721



10. Legal challenges posed by digital distribution of music
11. Movie & television industry contracts: producers
12. Movie & television industry contracts: performers (“pay or play”)
13. Video games
14. Visual arts (artists, galleries, and museums)
15. Sports (international competitions and the global market for professional
athletes)
(As much as possible, we will consider issues that arise during the semester. So, the

actual topics covered in the class may differ somewhat from the list.)

FIE The reading material will be distributed from week to week. We will not use a casebook
or textbook. However, students are certainly responsible for doing the reading before

class so that we can discuss it together.

SEXM HEEBL.

il e gl P
hik :
Lik—b: 75% Reports
FD1th: 25% Class participation/presentations

& B8 Our class includes students from various countries, giving us the opportunity to
3 URL learn (and to be surprised) by one another. The readings and our discussions will be
in English. Students need a level of English that is good enough to read the material,
listen to the class discussion, and speak. However, fluency is not necessary. We will
learn together. The most important thing is to do your best to work with the material

and to approach the course with a flexible and open mind.
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