
Mascot character for Japanese Law Translation: Yaku (訳)
* “Yaku” means “translation” in Japanese.
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Search Japanese Law Translation Database System

Check out the following 
pages to learn how to 
use the JLT website!

✓ No registration or login required! Anyone can use it at anytime.

✓ Translations of the six basic legal codes, financial laws, intellectual

property laws, and many other major laws and regulations are already
available.

✓ Our translations have already been proofread by legal experts and 

native speakers.

● “I often use it when I have to explain Japanese law to a foreign
business partners.”

● “It has been very useful for my legal research overseas.”

● “It is very helpful when I want to get information about Japanese
laws, because no one can speak Japanese in the company I work for.”

English translations of Japanese laws available online for FREE!



① Law 
Search

If you are looking for the translation of a law… 

You can search by: 

● keyword

● title

● number

● category

● organization

You can jump to the 
Chapter or Article 
you are looking for 
by clicking on the 
table of contents.

For example, if you use the Search by Title 
function to search for the Trademark Act...

Japanese Law Translation Database System  Top Page

* You can also choose only English or    
only Japanese as the display format.

* Correspondence Table Format

① ② ③

* Alternating Japanese/English

You can choose 
the format.

Available for download!
（text, word, PDF, 

and XML files）



…

I want to see how a variety of statutory language is being used!

* If you enter statutory language in the keyword field, the parts of the laws and regulations 
that use it are displayed as a list.

The search results show the entire text that contains the language entered as the keyword, 
making it easy to see the context in which it is being used; search results can also be used as a 
translation reference.

I want to find the English translation of a legal term!

You can search for 
terms that appear as 
entries in the 
Standard Legal 
Terms Dictionary:

● by keyword

● by initial kana

● alphabetically

For example, if you use the Search by Keyword 
function to search for the word “opponent”...

* You can also get a copy of our bilingual dictionary of legal terms;
the Standard Legal Terms Dictionary

Available for download!
(PDF, XML,

and CSV files)

② Dictionary 
Search

③ Keyword in 
Context Search 

Created to enable Japanese laws 
to be translated into uniform, 
reliable English

Translated terms are added after 
review by law translation experts 
and others

(About 3,800 terms)

Click an entry to display the full text.



Law Translation Division, Judicial System Department, Minister's Secretariat, 

Ministry of Justice

E-mail：jlt@i.moj.go.jp

Contact us

* The guidelines are available 
only in Japanese

■ Also available on our site are the Law Translation 

Guidelines, a collection of points for translators to be aware 
of when translating laws and regulations into English.

■Outlines of laws and regulations are easy-to-understand
explanations (using illustrations, etc.) of legal amendments.

(For Example) Outline of Act Partially 
Amending the Companies Act

By clicking on the “Outline” 
tab, you can view a list of 
outlines currently available.

You can also use the Law 
Search function to search 
for outlines by
● keyword
● law title
● law number
● legal field

Available for download!
(PDF file)

Outline

Law Translation 
Guidelines

March 2020 Release

Available for download!
(PDF file)


