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« Psychological maltreatment is defined as a repeated pattern or extreme incident(s) of caretaker
behavior that thwart the child’s basic psychological needs (e.g., safety, socialization, emotional and
social support, cognitive stimulation, respect) and convey a child is worthless, defective, damaged
goods, unloved, unwanted, endangered, primarily useful in meeting another’s needs, and/or
expendable.
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The American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC)
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