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Introduction

White Paper on Crime

The annual White Papers on Crime published by the Research and
Training Institute of the Ministry of Justice provide statistical data on crimes
and offender treatments as well as current issues in the criminal justice field.
The first volume of the Papers was published in 1960. Since then, they have
been widely used by politicians, practitioners, and academics and have
facilitated significant policy changes.

Specifically, the White Paper on Crime 2007 revealed that roughly 60%
of all crimes were committed by repeat offenders, who accounted for
approximately 30% of convicted offenders. This finding led to the
development of “Comprehensive Measures for the Prevention of Re-
offending 2012” by the Ministerial Meeting Concerning Measures Against
Crime, which has served as the basis of the criminal justice policy of Japan
and set numerical targets for the next decade.

All the volumes of the Papers (Japanese version since 1960) and their
English version (since 2000) are available on the website of the Ministry of
Justice.

(https://www.moj.go.jp/EN/housouken/houso_hakusho2.html)
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PART 1 Crime Trends

Chapter 1 Penal Code Offenses
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Research and Training Institute

The Research and Training Institute is one of the agencies of the
Ministry of Justice. The Institute conducts a wide range of work, including
(i) research related to criminal justice policies and other Ministry of Justice
affairs, (ii) various kinds of training for Ministry of Justice officials, and
(iii) international cooperation, both in the criminal and civil sectors, for
developing countries mainly in the Asian region.

White Paper on Crime (Japanese, English and Web version)

Special Features of White Paper on Crime 2022

The White Paper on Crime 2022 focuses on "COVID-19 and the criminal
justice system" and "the attitudes and values of offenders and juvenile
delinquents.” The White Paper provides various statistical data and
information on the trend in crimes during the pandemic and introduces the
challenges the authorities faced. It also analyzes a questionnaire survey on the
attitudes and values of offenders and delinquents conducted in January 2021.

The Research and Traininginsﬁtute, MOJ
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Specific Offenders/

Juvenile Delinquents

Drug offenses

[1] Violations of Stimulants Control Act: Persons cleared

(thousand persons)
25 r

Stimulants Control Act

20
15
10 7.970

5

0
1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2021

[2] Violations of Cannabis Control Act and other drug control laws: Persons cleared
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Foreign nationals
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Police, etc.

Numbers denote persons in 2021
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Procedure of Criminal Justice for Juvenile Delinquents

\
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Treatment of Offenders/Re-offending
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Special Feature: COVID-19 Pandemic

COVID-19 cases Mobility of individuals
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Special Feasure: COVID-19 Pandemic

Monthly penal code offenses

[1] Reported cases
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[3] Comparison with mobility of individuals
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Notes: 1. "DV Center" refers to Spousal Violence Counseling and Support Center.
2. "DV Hotline+" refers to Domestic Violence Hotline Plus.

Cleared cases: stimulants smuggling
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Special Feature: Attitudes and Values of Offenders and Juvenile Delinquents

‘ Research and Training Institute conducted a questionnaire survey of offenders and juvenile delinquents in January 2021.
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Special Feature: Attitudes and Values of Offenders and Juvenile Delinquents

Life satisfaction
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Satisfied Neutral
ol 96 388
(1,355) i
-15
I 1 I .
(41) 415

e s
(123)
Y s
(243)
20-29

w6 .
(162) S
30-39

s .
(210) SIS
40-49
(252) N VA 45.6
50-64

o200 .
(225) 22
A
(75)

~
“a
w

[2] Offenders (by type of offenses)

Total

o211 :
(937) 414
Serious
(64) o156 46.9
Violent

[ 5 15 B :
45) 378
Theft
(315) S 413
Faud 55
(94)
Sexwal a7
(37)
Drug
(235) 179

Traffic
(48)

[9%)
82
&~ wn

~
N
o

Dissatisfied

358

w

0.0

37.5

Perception of crime causes

[1] All respondents (by age)

Total
(1,328)
-15
(37)
16-17
(117)
18-19
(229)
20-29
(154)
30-39
(208)
40-49
(247)
50-64
(228)
65+
(81)

Themselves Family Peers Others

[2] Offenders (by type of offenses)

Total
(934)
Serious
(61)
Violent
(45)
Theft
(316)
Fraud
(96)
Sexual
(36)
Drug
(238)
Traffic
(47)

10




