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2. Background: Situation before the Latest
Reform

(1) Overall Situation of Dispute Resolution in Japan

> Litigation: 130 000 (district courts), 10 000 (family courts),
320000 (summary courts)

» Court Annexed Conciliation Proceedings: 30 000 (civil
matter), 130 000 (family matter)

> ADR Services Provided by Administrative Bodies
Mediation in individual labor disputes (3800), National
Consumer Affairs Center (150), etc.

> Private ADR Services
Center for Settlement of Traffic Accident Disputes (4200),
Certified private mediation services (900 in total), etc.

v' Situation of Arbitration: JCAA arbitration (15)

* Figures are approximate number of cases for 2021.
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2. Background: Situation before the Latest
Reform

(2) Situation of Legislation before the Reform
> Justice System Reform (from 2001)

> Arbitration

« First enacted in 1890 (title 10, Code of civil procedure)
« Enactment of the current Arbitration Act (2003) (based on
UNCITRAL Model Law of 1985)

» Mediation
 Long tradition of court annexed conciliation (since 1920s)
« Development of administrative ADR after WWII
« Late development of private ADR services (mainly since
1990s)
« Enactment of the ADR Act in 2004 (Act on Promotion of

Use of Alternative Dispute Resolution) .
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2. Background: Situation before the Latest
Reform

(2) Situation of Legislation before the Reform
v Need for further reforms
« Still inactive use of private mediation and arbitration
« Amendments to UNCITRAL Model Law in 2006

« Controversy over enforceability of settlement
agreements

« Adoption of the Singapore Convention in 2019
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3. Recent Developments in Legislation
(1) Legislative History

« Arbitration Legislation Subcommittee of the Legislative
Council (since September 2020)

(2) Main Features of the Reform

» Amendments to the Arbitration Act in Accordance with
the 2006 Model Law Amendments

 Introduction of the provisions enabling enforcement of
interim measures

« Relaxation of in writing requirement (Art. 7, Option I,
Model Law)

« Expansion of Jurisdiction of Tokyo and Osaka District Court

« Exemption from Obligation to Submit Japanese Translation

of Arbitral Awards and Interim Measures 1
|
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3. Recent Developments in Legislation
(2) Main Features of the Reform

> Ratification of the Singapore Convention and Enactment
of the Act for the Implementation

« Introduction of a new procedure enabling enforcement of
international settlement agreements

« Expansion of Jurisdiction of Tokyo and Osaka District Court

« Exemption from Obligation to Submit Japanese Translation
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4, Japan Commercial Arbitration Association
(JCAA)'s Latest Initiatives

» JCAA as Japan’s Leading Commercial Arbitration and
Mediation Institution (est. 1950)

> Efforts to Provide Procedures that are More
Attractive to Users

» Enhanced Public Relations Targeting Potential Users
In and Outside Japan
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5. Concluding Remarks: Toward the Future of
International Arbitration and Mediation

» Expected Impact of the Latest Reform: Offer More
Effective Options for Resolving International
Business Disputes and Promote Their Use

» Role of International Arbitration and Mediation in an
Increasingly Divided World
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Thank you for your attention!
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