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Director-General of the Civil Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Justice
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Handling of Commercial and Corporation Registration Affairs in Accordance with
Enforcement of the Act on the Arrangement of Relevant Acts Incidental to
Enforcement of the Act Concerning Use of Numbers to Identify Specific
Individuals in Administrative Procedures (Circular Notice)
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Since the Act on the Arrangement of Relevant Acts Incidental to Enforcement
of the Act Concerning Use of Numbers to Identify Specific Individuals in
Administrative Procedures (Act No. 28 of 2013) and the Ministerial Order for
Partial Amendment of the Regulations on Commercial Registrations (Ministry of

Justice Order No. 42 of 2015; hereinafter referred to as “Amended Ministerial



Order”) shall come into effect on October 5 of this year, and in addition, the
Ministry of Justice, Civil Affairs Bureau, Commercial Affairs Division No.
121, “Partial Amendment of the Rules on the Procedures for Services Handling
Commercial Registrations, Etc.” was issued, you are requested to familiarize the
registrars under your jurisdiction with the following points with regard to the
handling of the accompanying commercial and corporation registration affairs.
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In this Circular Notice, “Commercial Registration Act” refers to the
Commercial Registration Act (Act No. 125 of 1963); “Commercial Registration
Regulations” refers to the “Regulations on Commercial Registrations” (Ministry of
Justice Order No. 23 of March 1964) and “Rules” refers to the “Rules on the
Procedures for Services Handling Commercial Registrations, Etc. (Circular Notice
of the Director-General of the Civil Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Justice, Civil
Affairs Bureau, Commercial Affairs Division No. 500 dated March 2, 2005),
and all the cited Articles are those after the amendment excluding those preceded
by the word “former”.

G
Description
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No. 1 Purpose of Amendment of the Regulations, Etc. Pursuant to the Amended
Ministerial Order
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The Amended Ministerial Order newly establishes provisions for recording,



etc. in the register, the corporate registration number provided for in Article 7
of the Commercial Registration Act as specified by an ordinance of the
Ministry of Justice in order to identify a specific company, foreign company
or other merchant (Article 1-2 and Article 52-2 of the Commercial
Registration Regulations) and an amendment was made in order to specify the
category of the registration record in which the corporate registration number
should be recorded (Corporate Registration Regulations Appended Table No. 1
to 8. See No. 2, 1 and 2).
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In addition, in Article 19-3 of the Commercial Registration Act, since the
certificate of registered information that is to be attached to the written
application for registration under the provisions of the Commercial
Registration Act does not have to be attached in cases where the corporate
registration number is given in the written application or where otherwise so
specified in an Ministry of Justice Order, a new provision stipulating that
attachment is not required will be newly established (Article 36-3 of the
Commercial Registration Regulations), and even in cases where according to
the regulations, a certificate of registered information must be attached at the
time of submission of a seal impression, an amendment was made to the effect
of not requiring such attachment if the corporate registration number, etc. is
given in a written notification (Article 9, paragraph (5), paragraph (9) and
Article 9-4, paragraph (2) of the Commercial Registration Regulations; see No.
3).

S BT, HHEENFERGTHL] (B3 9FEFBEELTHE465) , FE



AR FEHA CER 1 OFIEFATH 3 75) , REFEARAME
AT R OAREAEFEMERABRLHEA CFR 1 0 FIEBE TH 4
75) , BEBENEREHA CER 1L OFEBERHS 15) , REEE
EREBFCHH] CER 1 9FIEFETH 4 6 5) MO —thHiE N FE BT
BAD CER 2 OFEBETH 48 5) ICBWT, MBROBEZERT
HEEHIT, RHEANEE TR T NS BRERLEOXEHET D720
DRNIFRDOWIED STz,

Furthermore, the provisions of the Commercial Registration Regulations
are to be applied mutatis mutandis in the Regulations on Registration of
Various Corporations, Etc. (Ministry of Justice Order No. 46 of 1964), Special
Purpose Company Registration Regulations (Ministry of Justice Order No. 37
of 1998), Regulations on Registration of Limited Partnership Agreements for
Conducting Investment and Limited Liability Business Partnership
Agreements (Ministry of Justice Order No. 47 of 1998), Investment
Corporation Registration Regulations (Ministry of Justice Order No. 51 of
1998), Limited Liability Trust Registration Regulations (Ministry of Justice
Order No. 46 of 2007), and the General Incorporated Association, Etc.
Registration Regulations (Ministry of Justice Order No. 48 of 2008) and the
Appended Tables have been amended in order to specify the category of the
registration record in which the corporate registration number should be
recorded.
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No. 2 Recording of the Corporate Registration Number
1 =HEENEFR S ORE (FERE 150 2 BR)
1. Recording of the corporate registration number (related to Article 1-2 of the
Commercial Registration Regulations)
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Regarding the recording of the corporate registration number, as given
below, basically the content stipulated in Article 7 of the former Regulations

has been re-established as Article 1-2 of the Commercial Registration



Regulations.
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(1) The corporate registration number is a 12-digit number, and when a new
registration record (other than a registration record for a registration in the
locality of a branch office) is created for a stock company, general
partnership company, limited partnership company, limited liability
company, foreign company, trade name user, manager, minor or guardian, a
corporate registration number is assigned based on the record creation order
sequentially for each registry office and for each category as set forth in
each of the items of Article 1-2, paragraph (1) of the Commercial
Registration Regulations, and recorded (Article 1-2, paragraph (1) of the
Commercial Registration Regulations).

ZHICRY, EOFTERICI T DB ORFLLERIC T thiE N
BEDFSNRNT L 72508, HEQE 7R 1HICHE L TWE
KIEANEFEFSZIRD-> T, BHEEFSHMHINDL L L n (HEAIE
THRE1HE) .

As a result, the registration record for a registration at the locality of a
branch office will not be given a corporate registration number, but a
management number will be added instead of the corporate registration
number prescribed in Article 7, paragraph (1) of the former Rules (Article 7,
paragraph (1) of the Rules).
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(2) Notwithstanding (1) above, if a stock company, general partnership
company, limited partnership company or limited liability company has a
registration record that will be made inactive due to a registration applied
for at the same time as a registration creating a new registration record
(other than a registration in the locality of a branch office and the
registration of an incorporation due to a consolidation-type merger as
provided for in Article 79 of the Commercial Registration Act) (or if it has a
registration record in which information will be recorded as under Article
65, paragraph (5) of the Commercial Registration Regulations due to a
registration applied for at the same time as a registration creating a new
registration record, that registration record; hereinafter referred to below as
an “inactive or relocated registration record”), the corporate registration
number recorded in the new registration record that is created is to be the
same as the corporate registration number recorded in the inactive or
relocated registration record (Article 1-2, paragraph (2) of the Commercial
Registration Regulations).
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This means that unless the corporation loses its legal status, the
registration record in the locality of the head office of the corporation will
maintain the previous treatment of continuing to record the unique corporate
registration number (Article 7, paragraph (2) of the former Regulations).
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(3) Notwithstanding (1) above, if a new registration record is created for a
foreign company that has a currently valid registration record which has
already been created at another registry office (hereinafter referred to as
“the foreign company’s prior registration record”), the corporate registration
number recorded in the new registration record that is created is to be the
same as the corporate registration number recorded in the foreign
company’s prior registration record (Article 1-2, paragraph (3) of the
Commercial Registration Regulations).
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This is because since a specific foreign company can be identified from
the corporate registration number attached to the registration record of the
foreign company, in cases where there are multiple registry offices that have
jurisdiction over the addresses of the business person or representative in
Japan of such foreign company, the previous treatment of continuing to
record the unified number in the registration record generated at each
registry office shall be maintained (Article 7, paragraph (3) of the former
Rules).
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(4) Notwithstanding (1) above, if a new registration record is created for a
trade name user, manager, minor or guardian (hereinafter referred to below
as “trade name user, etc.”), and the name and address of the trade name user,
merchant, minor or ward to be recorded in the registration record have been
registered in the applicable registration records, the corporate registration
number recorded in the new registration record that is created is to be the
same as the corporate registration number recorded in the merchant’s prior
registration record if it is recorded in a currently valid registration record
(including the registration record at its former location in cases where the
trade name user, etc. has relocated its business office to the jurisdiction of
another registry office; hereinafter, this shall be referred to as “merchant’s
prior registration record”) (Article 1-2, paragraph (4) of the Commercial
Registration Regulations).
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This means that a new registration record created for a trade name user,
etc. maintains the previous treatment of continuously recording the unique
corporate registration number (Article 7, paragraph (4) of the former Rules)
except for the following points. In other words, in Article 7, paragraph (4)

of the former Rules, if the registration record already issued is a registration



record in which the transferee or heir of the trade name has already been

registered, since it is not clear whether the corporate registration number

attached to the registration record is the number that was assigned to the
previous trade name user or to the trade name user (transferee or heir) to
whom the trade name was transferred, etc., such registration record could

not be used as a “merchant’s prior registration record”, but in cases where a

registration of a change due to a transfer of a trade name or due to

inheritance is registered pursuant to the provisions of Article 52-2 of the

Commercial Registration Regulations, since a new registration record is to

be created for the transferee or heir (see 3), such registration record is

treated as a “merchant’s prior registration record” since the registration
record contains the transferee or heir’s corporate registration number (see

Article 1-2, paragraph (1) of the Commercial Registration Regulations).
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2. Matters described in the certificate of registered information (related to
Article 30 of the Commercial Registration Regulations
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The corporate registration number is to be recorded in the register (Article
7 of the Commercial Registration Act), and the corporate registration number
is an item which is to be included in the certificate of registered information
and the written summary of registered information (Article 30, paragraph (1)
and paragraph (2) and Article 31, paragraph (2) of the Commercial
Registration Regulations).
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As a result, for example, in the certificate of registered information before
the amendment of the Ministerial Order, the corporate registration number was

described in the margin, but as in the example of the entries in the certificate



of registered information specified in Article 35, paragraph (4) of the Rules,
the corporate registration number is to be given as one of the items recorded in
the trade name category.
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3. Registration of Transfer or Inheritance of the Trade Name (related to Article
52-2 of the Commercial Registration Regulations)
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In order to register a change due to the transfer of a trade name, a registrar
shall record an indication to the effect that the trade name has been transferred,
the name and address of the transferece, and the date of the transfer in the
transferor’s trade name registration record and make that registration record
inactive, as well as creating a new registration record for the transferee and
recording the information set forth in the items of Article 28, paragraph (2) of
the Commercial Registration Act, an indication that the trade name has been
transferred, the name and address of the transferor and the date of the transfer
(Article 52-2, paragraph (1) of the Commercial Registration Regulations).
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Except for the matters listed in Article 28, paragraph (2) of the
Commercial Registration Act, these matters to be registered are to be recorded
in the registration record category in each registration record (Article 52-2,
paragraph (2) of the Commercial Registration Regulations; see the attached
record example).
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The same applies to the registration of a change due to the inheriting of a



trade name (Article 52-2, paragraph (3) of the Commercial Registration

Regulations).
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Therefore, since a new registration record will be created for the transferee
or heir even in cases where the transfer of the trade name or the change due to
the inheritance is registered, the corporate registration number of the transferee
or heir will be attached to the registration record (see Article 1-2, paragraph (1)
of the Commercial Registration Regulations).
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No. 3 Special provisions in the documents to be attached
1 BFHFEICRT DI EmORE (FEHZE 3 6 50 3 HR)
1. Special provisions for attached documents in the registration applications

(related to Article 36-3 of the Commercial Registration Regulations)
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(1) If the corporate registration number is stated in the written application with
regard to the certificate of registered information, which is to be attached to
the written application for registration pursuant to the provisions of the
Commercial Registration Act, it is not necessary to attach it. (Article 36-3
of the Commercial Registration Regulations).
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(2) Cases where Article 19-3 of the Commercial Registration Act requires that

o

a certificate of registered information is attached to the written application



for registration pursuant to the provisions of the Commercial Registration
Act include not only cases where the certificate of registered information is
specified as in Article 42, paragraph (1), item (iii) of the Commercial
Registration Act, but also cases where “a document evidencing the
registration made at the former location” is prescribed as in Article 38 of
the Commercial Registration Act.
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In addition, Article 18 of the Commercial Registration Act states that
when an application for registration is to be filed by an agent, a document
evidencing the authority thereof shall be attached to the written application,
and it is understood that in cases where the agent is a juridical person, a
document evidencing the capacity of the representative must be attached.
Even in this case, it is not necessary to attach a document evidencing the
capacity of the representative as long as the written application includes the
corporate registration number.
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(3) At the registry office, if an application is made with the corporate
corporation number stated in the written application pursuant to (1) and (2),
an examination will be conducted by outputting a report containing the
same contents as the certificate of registered information, which must be
attached pursuant to the provisions of the Commercial Registration Act,
using the registration information system, and the report will be bound

together with the written application.
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2. Special Provisions on the Submission of Seal Impressions (Related to Article
9, paragraph (5), paragraph (9) and Article 9-4, paragraph (2))
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Even in procedures other than the procedure for applications for
registration, such as the submission of a seal impression or a request for the
issuance of a seal registration card, where it is necessary to attach the
certificate of registered information, etc., it is not necessary to attach it if the
corporation registration number is given in a written notification, etc. (Article
9, paragraph (5), paragraph (9) and Article 9-4, paragraph (2) of the
Commercial Registration Regulations).
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Even in this case, as in the case of the application for registration (see 1
(3)), an examination will be conducted by outputting a report containing the
same contents as the certificate of registered information, which must be
attached, using the registration information system, and the report will be
bound together with the relevant documents.
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No. 4 Effective Date and Transitional Measures (Related to Article 1 and Article 2
of the Supplementary Provisions of the Amended Ministerial Order)
The Amended Ministerial Order will come into effect on October 5, 2015,

and the provisions then in force shall remain applicable with regard to the



procedure for registration pertaining to an application for registration of a
transfer of a trade name or a change due to inheritance prior to the

enforcement of the Amended Ministerial Order.
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Appended Form
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Record example
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1. Registration due to a transfer of the trade name
(1) #EZADBRGL

(1) Registration of the transferee

(=S R B s

Trade name Kasumigaseki Wagashi Store

=EL0 HAMTFRERESE—-THELIR LS

Place of| 1-1-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
business

RAENFEER T 0100—-04—-000456

Corporate 0100-04-000456

registration

number

A REORS | KRS TREXENRE -TH3EF3

K OME Fr E BT
Name and| Hanako Homu

address of trade| 1-3-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

name user
O FRAE 3L 1 o B & e
Type of| Manufacturing and sales of wagashi

business




BRLEEIZIET S
HIH

Matters relating

to the
registration

record

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo dated October 5, 2015

Registered on October 5, 2015

FR2 7TE1TOHLSHEREHETREARENE —-TH2EF2 ZEBRENLRE S
T

T2 7410 H

Transfer of the trade name from Taro Homu of 1-2-2 Kasumigaseki,

5 H &R

(2) FEIE N DX
(2) Registrati

i

on

of transferor

BREBRICET 5
HIH

Matters relating

to the
registration

record

4

Tokyo dated October 5, 2015

Registered on October 5, 2015

Inactive from October 5, 2015

VT2 7TE1TOHLSHRERAHETREARENE —-TH3IEIFEBIETICHS

T2 7410 H
Rk 2 741 0 B

Transferred to Hanako Homu of 1-3-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,

%

5 H & FL
5 H BA A
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2. Registration due to inheritance of the trade name

(1) HHfe ARG

(1) Registration of the heir

[

Trade name

ELBEME S

Kasumigaseki Wagashi Store

=
Place

business

of

BT REXESE—-THLIELS
1-1-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo




RAENFEER T

Corporate
registration

number

0100—-—04—-000456

0100-04-000456

e E o K4
B OME P

Name and

address of trade

R TREXE?IE -TH3EI S
L AET

Hanako Homu

1-3-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

name user
O FRA B 1 o B & e

Type of| Manufacturing and sales of wagashi
business

BREBRICET 5
+IH

Matters relating
to the
registration

record

V2 7THE1OHLSHEREHETREARENE —TH2F 2 5IEB KL MK
VRE2 7H#1 08 5 HBR

Inheritance of the trade name from Taro Homu of 1-2-2

Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo dated October 5, 2015

(2)  BeAHBE A O &L

(2) Registration of heir

BELEEIZET S
HIH

Matters relating

to the

TR 2 71 0H S B REALTREXENBE —TH 3F 3 FEBLTITMHE
YRR 27H10H 5 BB
VRt 2 741 0H 5 A

Inherited by Hanako Homu of 1-3-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,




registration
Tokyo dated October 5, 2015
record

Registered on October 5, 2015

Inactive from October 5, 2015




