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Handling of Commercial and Corporation Registration Affairs and
Registration of Assignment of Movables and Claims Affairs in Accordance
with Enforcement of the Act on the Use of Numbers to Identify Specific

Individuals in Administrative Procedures (Circular Notice)
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Since the provisions set forth under Article 1, item (iv) of the Supplementary



Provisions of the Act Concerning Use of Numbers to Identify Specific Individuals in
Administrative Procedures (Act No. 27 of 2013; hereinafter referred to as “Number
Use Act”) and the provisions set forth under item (iii) of the Supplementary
Provisions of the Act on the Arrangement of Relevant Acts Incidental to Enforcement
of the Act Concerning Use of Numbers to Identify Specific Individuals in
Administrative Procedures (Act No. 28 of 2013; hereinafter referred to as “Act for
Arrangement of the Number Use Act”), and the Ministerial Order for Partial
Amendment of the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Family Register Act and Other
Ordinances (Ministry of Justice Order No. 51 of 2015; hereinafter referred to as
“Amended Ministerial Order”) were enforced from January 1, 2016, and in addition,
Ministry of Justice, Civil Affairs Bureau, Commercial Affairs Division No.
170, “Partial Amendment of the Rules on the Procedures for Services Handling
Commercial Registrations, Etc.” (hereinafter referred to as “Amended Notification™)
dated today, was issued, you are requested to familiarize the registrars under your
jurisdiction with the following points to prevent unsatisfactory performance of their
administrative processing with regard to the handling of the accompanying
commercial and corporation registration affairs and registration of assignment of
movables and claims affairs.
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In this Circular Notice, the “Public Individual Certification Act” refers to the Act
on the Certification Services of the Local Government Information System
Organization for Electronic Signatures, Etc., as Amended by the Act for Arrangement
of the Number Use Act (Act No. 153 of 2002), “Commercial Registration
Regulations” refers to the Commercial Registration Regulations as Amended by the

Amended Ministerial Order (Ministry of Justice Order No. 23 of 1964), “Transfer



Registration Regulations” refers to the Regulations on the Registration of Assignment
of Movables and Claims as amended by the Amended Ministerial Order,
“Commercial Registration Rules” refers to the “Rules on the Procedures for Handling
Commercial Registration Affairs as amended by the Amended Circular Notice
(Circular Notice of the Director-General of the Civil Affairs Bureau, Ministry of
Justice, Civil Affairs Bureau, Commercial Affairs Division No.500 dated March
2, 2005).
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No. 1 Outline of the Number Use Act and the Act to Arrange the Number Use Act
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1. Abolition of residential basic book cards and issuance of individual number
cards
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Based on the provisions of Article 19 of the Act to Arrange the Number Use
Act, the Residential Basic Book Act (Act No. 81 of 1967; hereinafter referred to
as the “Residential Basic Act”) was amended, and the residential basic book
cards (hereinafter referred to as “former basic books cards”) provided for in
Article 30-44, paragraph (1) of the Residential Basic Book Act Prior to
Amendment through the Act to Arrange the Number Use Act (hereinafter
referred to as “former Residential Basic Act”) were abolished, and instead,
individual number cards will be issued (Article 2, paragraph (7), Article 17,
paragraph (1) of the Number Use Act).
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2. Amendment relating to electronic certificates
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In accordance with the provisions of Article 31 of the Act to Arrange the
Number Use Act, the Act on the Certification Services of the Local
Governments Pertaining to Electronic Signatures was amended, and was
renamed the Act on the Certification Services of the Local Government
Information System Organization for Electronic Signatures, and the electronic
certificates pertaining to persons recorded in the residential basic books were
replaced with electronic signature certificates and the issuing entity was
changed from the prefectural governor to the local government information
system organization (hereinafter referred to as “organization”) (Article 3,
paragraph (1) of the Public Individual Certification Act).
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No. 2 Handling of Commercial and Corporation Registration Affairs and Registration
of Assignment of Movables and Claims Affairs Associated with the Issuance of
Individual Number Cards
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1. Regarding the documents for identity confirmation under Article 23-2 of the
Commercial Registration Act (Act No. 125 of 1948)
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(1) About the individual number card
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Individual number cards shall be handled as data for identity confirmation
based on the provisions of Article 23-2, paragraph (1) of the Commercial

Registration Act.
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In response to a request to present documents or other necessary
information pursuant to the same regulation, if the applicant or his or her
representative or agent (hereinafter referred to as “applicant, etc.”) presents
his or her individual number card and the registrar prepares a record of
identity confirmation (Appended Form No. 25) pursuant to the provisions of
Article 47, paragraph (2) of the Commercial Registration Rules in cases where
the registrar has examined whether the person has the authority to apply using
the individual number card as a document for identify confirmation, he or she
shall circle “(iv) Individual Number Card” as the confirmation document of
the identity confirmation record.
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(2) Transitional measures relating to the former residential basic card
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The former residential basic card shall be deemed to be the individual
number card up until whichever comes earlier of when the former residential
basic card loses its effect under the provisions of Article 30-44, paragraph (9)
of the former Residential Basic Book Act, which is to be in accordance with
the previous provisions pursuant to the provisions of Article 20, paragraph (1)
of the Number Use Act, or when the person who received the former

residential basic card receives an individual number card pursuant to the



provisions of Article 17, paragraph (1) of the Number Use Act, and the
provisions of the Residential Basic Act after amendment shall be applied
(Article 20, paragraph (2) of the Act to Arrange the Number Use Act).
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The former residential basic book card, which is deemed to be the
individual number card pursuant to these transitional measures, shall be
treated as a document for identity confirmation based on the provisions of
Article 23-2, paragraph (1) of the Commercial Registration Act.
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In response to a request to present documents or other necessary
information pursuant to the same regulation, if the applicant, etc. presents his
or her former residential basic book card and the registrar examines whether
the person has the authority to apply, etc., treating the former residential basic
book card as a document for identity confirmation and the registrar prepares
an identity confirmation record (Appended Form No. 25) in accordance with
the provisions of Article 47, paragraph (2) of the Commercial Registration
Rules, the registrar shall circle “(v) Residential Basic Book Card” as the
confirmation document of the identity confirmation record.
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2. Regarding documents to be attached based on Article 61, paragraph (5) of the
Commercial Registration Regulations
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Since a certificate (including a certified copy indicating that the director or
equivalent person is no different from the person given in the original;
hereinafter referred to as “identity confirmation certificate) prepared by the
mayor of the municipal government or a public officer ex officio which states
the same name and address as the name and address stated in the document
evidencing that the relevant director, etc. accepted the appointment, except in
cases where a certificate prepared by the mayor of the municipal government
with regard to the seal impression of the director at incorporation, company
auditor at incorporation, executive officer at incorporation, director, company
auditor or executive officer (hereinafter referred to as “director, etc.”) is
attached to the written application for the registration of the establishment of a
stock company or for the registration of a change due to the appointment
(excluding reappointment) of a director, company auditor or executive officer
shall, in accordance with the provisions of Article 61, paragraph (2) or
paragraph (3) of the Commercial Registration Regulations or pursuant to the
provisions of paragraph (4) of the same Article, an identity confirmation
certificate would be a certified copy of the front of the individual number card
on which the director, etc. states that there is no difference from the original,
and has signed or added his or her name and seal.
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A copy of the back of the individual number card may not be attached (see 5

below).
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In addition, a certified copy of the former residential basic card, which is
deemed to be an individual number card due to the transitional measures of 1 (2)
above, on which the director, etc. states that there is no difference from the
original, and which he or she has signed or affixed his or her name and seal will
correspond to the identity confirmation certificate.
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. Cases of receiving a certificate of registered information of the registration of

assignment of movables and claims
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If the applicant, etc. intends to receive the certificate of registered
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information of the registration of assignment of movables and claims that has
been issued pursuant to the provisions of Article 28, paragraph (1) of the
Transfer Registration Regulations at a registry office, the document specified by
the Minister of Justice (hereinafter referred to as “identity confirmation
document”) needs to be presented in order to confirm that the person intending
to receive such certificate is the individual (paragraph (6) of the same Article),
and the individual number card will correspond to the individual confirmation
document.
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The former residential basic card, which is regarded as an individual number
card due to the transitional measures in 1 (2) above, shall also be treated as an
identity confirmation document.
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Other handling of identity confirmation through the presentation of an
individual number card shall be the same as the handling of identity
confirmation documents other than the individual number card.
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4. Notification card based on the provisions of Article 7 of the Number Use Act
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The notification card issued based on the provisions of Article 7 of the
Number Use Act shall be issued only for the purpose of notifying the individual
of the individual number and confirming the individual number, and in addition,
considering that there are restrictions on the collection of specific personal
information that includes individual numbers in its contents pursuant to the
provisions of Article 16 of the Act, it is not appropriate to treat it as materials
for identity confirmation in procedures other than identity confirmation pursuant
to the provisions of Article 16 of the Act.
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Therefore, the notification card must not be used as materials for identity
confirmation, etc., even in the abovementioned procedures 1 to 3 in commercial
and corporation registration affairs or registration of assignment of movables
and claims affairs.
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5. Restrictions on the collection of specific personal information (Article 2,
paragraph (8) of the Number Use Act)
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(1) The individual number is written on the back of the individual number card
(Article 2, paragraph (5) and paragraph (7) of the Number Use Act), but
considering that there are restrictions on the collection of specific personal
information that includes individual numbers in its contents pursuant to
the provisions of Article 20 of the Number Use Act, when making a copy
of the individual number card in commercial and corporation registration
affairs or registration of assignment of movables and claims affairs, the
back of the card must not be copied.
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(2) Since it is prohibited to request disclosure in accordance with the provisions
of Article 108-4 of the Act even with regard to the basic pension number
prescribed in Article 14 of the National Pension Act (Act No. 141 of 1959)
measures such as blacking out the basic pension number part must be
taken when making a copy of the national pension handbook in the
commercial and corporation registration affairs and registration of
assignment of movables and claims affairs.
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(3) When a document such as a copy of the national pension handbook with the

basic pension number or a copy of the resident record with the individual

number are attached as an attachment to the registration of commercial and



corporation registration or registration of assignment of movables and

claims, in principle, measures such as blacking out the basic pension

number or individual number part must be taken when examining the
registration application, etc.
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In cases where the applicant, etc. has submitted a document in which the
basic pension number or individual number part has already been blacked
out, since it cannot be deemed that the original of the document has been
submitted, it cannot be treated as an attachment in the commercial and
corporation registration or registration of assignment of movables and
claims procedures.
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No. 3 Handling of services for an application for commercial and corporation

registration or registration of assignment of movables and claims, pledge
registration, registration of extension or registration of cancellation through the
electronic information processing system (hereinafter referred to as “online
registration application™)
1 FUrIA4UVBRHEHBICBWVWTEE T N EFIENE
1. Electronic certificate to be sent in the online registration application
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In accordance with the Amended Ministerial Order, an electronic signature
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2.
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certificate prepared pursuant to the provisions of Article 3, paragraph (1) of the
Public Individual Certification Act may be used instead of the electronic
certificate to be sent by applicants, etc. when they are making an online
registration application prepared pursuant to the provisions of Article 3,
paragraph (1) of the Act on the Certification Services of the Local Governments
Pertaining to Electronic Signatures (hereinafter referred to as the “former Public
Individual Certification Act) prior to amendment pursuant to the provisions of
Article 31 of the Act to Arrange the Number Use Act (Article 102, paragraph
(3), item (i1) of the Commercial Registration Regulations, Article 26 paragraph
(4), item (i1) of the Transfer Registration Regulations).
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The method, etc. of the online registration application is the same as before.
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The electronic certificate to be recorded on the electromagnetic record to be
attached to the written application based on Article 19-2 of the Commercial
Registration Act.
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In accordance with the Amended Ministerial Order, as with 1 above, an
electronic signature certificate prepared pursuant to the provisions of Article 3,
paragraph (1) of the Public Individual Certification Act may be used instead of
the electronic certificate to be prepared pursuant to the provisions of Article 3,
paragraph (1) of the former Public Individual Certification Act even with regard
to electronic certificates to be recorded on electromagnetic records to be
attached to written applications based on the provisions of Article 19-2 of the
Commercial Registration Act (Article 36, paragraph (4), item (i)(b) of the
Commercial Registration Regulations).
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3. Transitional measures relating to electronic certificates under the former Public

Individual Certification Act
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An electronic certificate issued by the prefectural governor pursuant to the
provisions of Article 3, paragraph (6) of the former Public Individual
Certification Act (hereinafter referred to as the “former electronic certificate”)
prior to the enforcement date of the provisions set forth in item (iii) of the
Supplementary Provisions of the Act to Arrange the Number Use Act) is
deemed to be the electronic signature certificate issued by the organization
pursuant to the provisions of Article 3, paragraph (6) of the Public Individual
Certification Act, and its valid period is in accordance with the previous
provisions (Article 32, paragraph (1) of the Act to Arrange the Number Use
Act).
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Therefore, even after the enforcement of the Amended Ministerial Order, if
an applicant, etc. sends or records the former electronic certificate in the online
registration application or in the preparation of electromagnetic records based on
the provisions of Article 19-2 of the Commercial Registration Act and its
validity can be confirmed, the former electronic certificate may be treated as

valid.



