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Preface
Purpose

This note provides country of origin information (COI) and analysis of COI for use by Home Office
decision makers handling particular types of protection and human rights claims (as set out in the

Introduction section). It is not intended to be an exhaustive survey of a particular subject or theme.

It is split into 2 parts: (1) an assessment of COI and other evidence; and (2) COI. These are explained in

more detail below.
Assessment

This section analyses the evidence relevant to this note - that is information in the COI section;
refugee/human rights laws and policies; and applicable caselaw - by describing this and its inter-

relationships, and provides and assessment of, in general, whether one or more of the following applies:
a person is reasonably likely to face a real risk of persecution or serious harm

that the general humanitarian situation is so severe that there are substantial grounds for believing
that there is a real risk of serious harm because conditions amount to inhuman or degrading treatment
as within paragraphs 339C and 339CA(iii) of the Immigration Rules / Article 3 of the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)

a person is able to obtain protection from the state (or quasi state bodies)
a person is reasonably able to relocate within a country or territory
a claim is likely to justify granting asylum, humanitarian protection or other form of leave, and

if a claim is refused, it is likely or unlikely to be certifiable as ‘clearly unfounded’ under section

94 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002.

Decision makers must, however, still consider all claims on an individual basis, taking into account each

case’ s specific facts.
Country of origin information

The country information in this note has been carefully selected in accordance with the general

principles of COI research as set out in the Common EU [European Union] Guidelines for Processing

Country of Origin Information (COI), April 2008, and the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and

Asylum Research and Documentation’ s (ACCORD), Researching Country Origin Information -
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Training Manual, 2013. Namely, taking into account the COI’ s relevance, reliability, accuracy,

balance, currency, transparency and traceability.

The structure and content of the country information section follows a_terms of reference which sets out

the general and specific topics relevant to this note.

All information included in the note was published or made publicly available on or before the ‘cut-
off” date(s) in the country information section. Any event taking place or report/article published after

these date(s) is not included.

All information is publicly accessible or can be made publicly available. Sources and the information
they provide are carefully considered before inclusion. Factors relevant to the assessment of the

reliability of sources and information include:
+ the motivation, purpose, knowledge and experience of the source
* how the information was obtained, including specific methodologies used
+ the currency and detail of information
+ whether the COI is consistent with and/or corroborated by other sources.

Multiple sourcing is used to ensure that the information is accurate and balanced, which is compared
and contrasted where appropriate so that a comprehensive and up-to-date picture is provided of the

issues relevant to this note at the time of publication.
The inclusion of a source is not, however, an endorsement of it or any view(s) expressed.

Each piece of information is referenced in a footnote. Full details of all sources cited and consulted in

compiling the note are listed alphabetically in the bibliography.
Feedback

Our goal is to provide accurate, reliable and up-to-date COI and clear guidance. We welcome feedback
on how to improve our products. If you would like to comment on this note, pleas email the Country

Policy and Information Team.
Independent Advisory Group on Country Information

The Independent Advisory Group on Country Information (IAGCI) was set up in March 2009 by the

Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration to support him in reviewing the efficiency,

effectiveness and consistency of approach of COI produced by the Home Office.
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The IAGCI welcomes feedback on the Home Office’ s COI material. It is not the function of the IAGCI

to endorse any Home Office material, procedures or policy. The IAGCI may be contacted at:
Independent Advisory Group on Country Information

Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration

5" Floor

Globe House

89 Eccleston Square

London, SW1V 1PN

Email: chiefinspector@icibi.gob.uk

Information about the IAGCI’ s work and a list of the documents which have been reviewed by the

IAGCI can be found on the Independent Chief Inspector’ s pages of the gov.uk website.
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Terms of Reference

A ‘Terms of Reference’ (ToR) is a broad outline of what the CPIN seeks to cover. They form the basis
for the country information section. The Home Office’s Country Policy and Information Team uses
some standardised ToR, depending on the subject, and these are then adapted depending on the country

concerned.

For this particular CPIN, the following topics were identified prior to drafting as relevant and on which

research was undertaken:

Updates on key developments since 1 September 2021
New Taliban Govt.

Territorial control

Taliban’ s “General Amnesty”

Religious police

Law, order and security

o o o o O O

Application of the Taliban’ s justice system
+ Brief update on levels of access to enable independent and/or corroboration of reporting
+ Updates on potentially vulnerable groups
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